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 Discoaster consutus Blair & Bergen in Blair et al. (2017) nom. nov. pro. Discoaster 
berggrenii Bukry (1971) extensus Wei (2003) 

 

 

 

 
 

Pl. 4, figs 6–18 
 
2003 Discoaster berggrenii (Bukry, 1971) extensus Wei, p. 20, pl. 1, figs. 2–3 
 
Derivation of name: L. consuo: stuff, fill up. 
Diagnosis: A five-rayed asterolith of the Discoaster quinqueramus lineage with medium length 

rays and a large center containing a stellate stem whose five elements extend beyond 
the periphery of the central area between the rays. 

Description: Medium to large asterolith with five medium rays which taper to form pointed 
to rounded terminations. Free ray length to central area ratios are greater than 2/3 to 
less than one and 1/5 the diameter of the central area. The central area has both a 
proximal and distal pentagonal projection. The distal stem is stellate, composed of five 
narrow elements which extend between the rays; these elements extend beyond the 
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periphery of the central area. The points of the pentagonal proximal knob are generally 
aligned with the rays. 

Remarks: We do not employ any taxa below the rank of species within the D. quinqueramus 
lineage. Unfortunately, elevating D. berggrenii extensus to species level within 
Discoaster creates a homonym (Article 53.1 in the ICBN) with Discoaster extensus Hay 
(1967). A new name has been given here, D. consutus, but the original holotype of Wei 
(2003) is retained (p. 20, pl. 1, fig. 2). Wei (2003, p. 20) restricted D. berggrenii extensus 
to specimens with “a prominent inter-ray star extending beyond the central area” and 
free ray lengths between 1/2 to equal to the central area diameter. These ratios are 
emended herein, partly because the holotype of D. bergenii has a free ray length to 
central area ratio greater than 1/2 (~ 0.6). Discoaster consutus is distinguished from D. 
bergenii by its higher free ray length to central area ratio and from D. explicatus by its 
lower free ray length to central area ratio. Discoaster berggrenii and D. compactus sp. 
nov. have similar free ray length to central area ratios as D. consutus, but their stellate 
distal stems that do not extend outside the central area periphery. 

Occurrence: Historically, this species has not been used in BP GoM taxonomies, its 
morphotype was lumped in with D. berggrenii. In the Leg 154 material, we have 
identified the LO of D. consutus, observed in sample 926B-21H-5, 127–128cm (8.261Ma 
+/-0.031). We have yet to constrain its top; however, it is restricted to Zone NN11. 
Discoaster consutus was observed in both the GoM and Leg 154 sections. 
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